
Praying for our world (You may wish to add your own prayers.) 

God of resurrection hope I call on you today. 

I pray for this community: those I know and those I don’t know;  

those behind closed doors, and those in essential work; 

those in leadership, and those who are powerless; 

those who live in fear of abuse, and those protecting the vulnerable; 

those who are alone and lonely, those bombarded with ‘stuff’.  

Be with all who fear today.  

May we each hear your voice saying “Peace be with you.” 

In your Spirit come that we may know both peace and power. 

Power to do something for you, and to do it well. 

We pray for our hospitals, community services, shops and 

emergency services.  

For those who serve this town even risking their own health and 

safety. 

For your hurting world as this shut-down allows the climate to heal. 

We thank you for signs of hope and recovery. 

Gracious God, grant us your vision and your peace as we pray. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen 

Make your offering. 
Set aside your usual offering as you are able.  

Crucified and Risen Christ, I offer my gifts and myself thankful for all 

you gave for me. Take what I give and bless it to your service. Amen  

Closing hymn:  From heaven you came, helpless babe, entered our 

world … to serve and give your life that we might live… 

Come see his hands and his feet, the scars that speak of sacrifice, 

hands that flung stars into space to cruel nails surrendered. (StF 272) 
. 

God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 

strengthen us all across the Darlington District to walk with Jesus in his 

risen life; and may almighty God bless us, the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit. Amen     [from MWB p.173] 

United in Christ across Darlington District 

Sunday 19th April 

If you are able, read the words in bold aloud. 

Call to Worship: 

Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.  

You show me the path of life. 

    In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

    in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.  (Psalm 16: 1, 11) 

 

If you have a hymn book or the internet read, sing or listen to the 

hymn Crown him with many crowns, giving praise and thanks to God 

for the promises of Easter Singing the Faith 347 / Hymns & Psalms 

255 If you are alone sing at the top of your voice! 

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave,  

and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save. 

Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side –  

rich wounds yet visible above, in beauty glorified. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me; 

thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. 

 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed.  Hallelujah 

We continue in prayer offering praise, thanksgiving 

and confession to God in our own words.  

Jesus assures us that we will be forgiven.  

Thank you, risen Jesus, for reconciling us with the 

Father.  Amen  



Bible Reading  John 20: 19-31 

There is sufficient in this passage to last us all week!  I really encourage you 

to read it slowly and to reread it in the coming days.  In this short space we 

can only begin to unpack the riches it contains. We will take the reading in 

two parts. 

 

In John 20: 19-23 we find the disciples behind locked doors, fearful, shut 

off from the world outside. In this current pandemic this may not be so hard 

for us to imagine. Are you fearful as you stay at home?  Are you fearful for 

loved ones you cannot visit? Perhaps you are fearful as you courageously 

continue to work, providing much needed services and offering hope to 

others. The mounting death toll and the sad stories in the daily media give 

us plenty of cause to fear.  

The disciples met as bereaved, frightened, anxious people. Their leader 

crucified, their future hopes and plans in tatters. No wonder the door is 

locked. Allow yourself to feel their desperation, to sit with them. 

Into this desperate space steps Jesus. He stands with them. Imagine him 

there if you are able. Where is he? How does he stand? 

Recognising their distress he offers them words of deep comfort. ‘Peace be 

with you.’ He repeats this phrase to the disciples and to us. Hear Jesus offer 

those words to you now.  When at our most vulnerable, we need the 

reassurance and reinforcement of the repeated message. Jesus comes and 

offers a deep, life-giving peace. 

Jesus goes on to offer them something more. Something that will change 

their fear, something that empowers them. In verse 22 Jesus breathes on 

them and says ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’ He is equipping them to leave their 

locked space and take the good news to the world beyond.  They will not be 

left alone. Jesus offers us the same Spirit to equip and empower us to share 

the reconciling grace of God’s love in a hurting world.   

When our doors reopen will we be ready to take up the challenge and go out 

in love taking the message of forgiveness to a shaken world?  

One week later (John 20: 24-31) Jesus appears once more to the group who 

are again behind closed doors. It is another first day of the week. This time 

the new start is particularly offered to Thomas who was missing when Jesus 

came the week before. 

As I write it looks likely that many of us will still be instructed to ‘stay at 

home’ on the Sunday after Easter. Our ‘new start’ after the pandemic may 

take time to come into fullness, but Jesus does not wait to offer ‘Peace’, it 

is there when we welcome him in, even behind locked doors.     

I notice that on both occasions Jesus shows the disciples his wounds. The  

risen Christ still bears the marks of the cross. The resurrection has not 

undone the crucifixion, Jesus is marked by the experience.  

When we emerge from this current experience we will be shaped and 

changed by these weeks of separation from our usual church activities.   

What are we learning about God in these days?  

How will this mark and change us for the future when, empowered by the 

Holy Spirit, we emerge to pick up the challenge to spread the good news of 

God’s forgiveness and mercy? 

 

“Christ has risen for disciples 

huddled in an upstairs room. 

He whose word inspired creation 

is not silenced by the tomb.” 

(From StF 296 verse 2) 

There are more words of 

resurrection hope in the New 

Testament reading set for today. 

1 Peter 1: 3-9 

Christ is risen!   

He is risen indeed, Hallelujah! 


