
Sunday 26 April  

West Durham Circuit - Willington Community and Church  
For our care homes coping with infection and deaths 
 

Monday 27 April  

Barnard Castle & Teesdale Circuit – new circuit conversations  
Rural areas, farmers, village schools, those dependent on tourism  
 
Tuesday 28 April  

North Yorkshire Dales Circuit 
- Reaching out through the virtual Easter Parade 
- Gayle Church/Community  

The homeless, isolated, lonely and desperate in these days  
 

Wednesday 29 April  

Local Ecumenical Partnership Churches  
Public service providers and emergency services  
 

Thursday 30 April  

Our Chinese speaking congregations 
All NHS workers as the country claps in appreciation 
 

Friday 1 May  

Those preparing online worship this week  
Pregnant women afraid of going into hospital to give birth 
 

Saturday 2 May  

Darlington District – officers and volunteers across the District.  
Community volunteers stepping up to meet the needs of those nearby. 
 
Easter hymn STF 314/H&P 213: ‘This joyful Eastertide 
 
Offering & prayer of dedication: As you are able, please set aside your usual offering: 

during the lockdown to enable the church to continue responding to the work of God.  
 

Crucified and risen Christ, I offer my gifts and myself as a thank 
offering for all you have given to me, my Lord and my Saviour. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  Our Father… 
 

Let us join with Jesus’ people across the world  
and with all the host of heaven as we proclaim: 
Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 
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Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Easter hymn STF 306/H&P204: ‘Now the green blade rises...’ 
 

Prayers of adoration 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
One God in Three Persons blessed Trinity! 
We join with Jesus’ people across your world today, 
with all who have gone before us, with all the heavenly host 
to praise and worship you! 
 

Creator God, we believe in you, 
You make all things seen and unseen, known and unknown. 
You are God, whose glory creation cannot contain, 
and also the one in whom we live and move and have our being. 
You are God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and our God and Father… 
 

Jesus our Lord, we trust in you, 
You gave away your life on the cross 
to reconcile all things to God: 
but you are alive for evermore and bringing about a whole new creation. 
You lift up those who are down, find and rescue the lost, 
and give new hope to the hopeless. 

 

Holy Spirit of life, we find our belonging in you, 
You are the source of our unity, 
Yet you make us different, 
enabling, equipping and empowering our lives 
as individuals and in community  
through your fruit and gifts… 

 

Blessed Trinity, gathering us in to your community  
on earth and in heaven, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
One God in Three Persons blessed Trinity! 
Blessed be God forever! 
 



Reading: Luke 24:13-35 

They thought it was all over then Jesus turned up when and where and 
how they don’t expect him. They didn’t meet him in Jerusalem: they 
were going the other direction. They didn’t meet him in rejoicing but in 
sadness even despair. They found he was alive when they thought 
him dead. Jesus surprised his first followers: Jesus surprises us...    
 

Prayers of confession & reconciliation  
Lord, forgive us  
when we do not recognise your voice 
as you speak to us in a noisy world 
 

Lord, forgive us  
when we do not recognise your presence 
as you appear to us in unexpected ways, places and people 
 

Lord, forgive us  
when we do not understand your purposes 
as they seem contrary to our ways of doing things 
 

Lord, forgive us 
that we do not always obey your voice  
that we do not acknowledge your presence 
that we do not follow your purposes 
and so frustrate your will for us and others 
in the coming of your kingdom 
 

We hear the words of Scripture that 
‘If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness’ 

1 John 1:9 NRSV  
  

And so we pray, Lord, thank you  
that you do not leave us alone  
even when we wish you would. 
Give us eyes to see, ears to hear, minds to understand, 
and hearts to obey, we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23 

Our world has become a strange place in which we are limited: we 
can’t go where we like, do what we want. This passage talks about 

how to live as Jesus’ people ‘in exile’ or as ‘sojourners’ or ‘strangers’, 
translations of a word indicating people who ‘are passing through’, who 
have no permanent belonging. We have commitments and 
responsibilities to God in this world and life, but we are on our way to 
be with the Lord forever in a different way. Even so, even because of 
this: how might we now live out that ‘new birth’ (v23) toward God, other 
people and God’s creation?  
 

Prayers of thanks:  
For not giving up on your creation 
Thank you Lord! 
 

For reconciling all things to yourself in Christ 
Thank you Lord! 
 

For new life in Jesus Christ 
Thank you Lord! 
 

For faith and hope ‘set on God’ 
Thank you Lord! 
 

For life together in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
Thank you Lord! 
 

Reading: Haggai 1:13-2:9 (lectionary 2nd service) 

Words to God’s ancient people returning from a physical exile away 
from their homeland centre of their identity after decades: God willing 
our lockdown won’t be that long! Among the strange names lies a 
message to God’s ancient people about restoring God’s work, in their 
case the Temple. ‘Work for I am with you’, ‘My Spirit abides among you’ 
(vv4, 5) the Lord spoke to them through Haggai. God would be at work, 
but they all had a part to play as well. I think we may find the same... 

“The latter splendour of this house shall be greater than the former, 
says the LORD of hosts; and in this place I will give prosperity, says 
the LORD of hosts.” (v9) May we allow God to work in and through us 
in the present situation so that the promise in Haggai may also be 
realised today. 

Prayers of concern for our District & wider community: please use the 
suggestions overleaf as a basis for your own prayers, remembering 
also our whole world in these difficult times: 

 


