
Here you can add prayers using the Prayer Handbook or prayer requests from 

your own church community.  

 

We say together the Lord’s prayer Our Father…. 

 

Let us acknowledge here that  

Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 

 

Hymn StF 519 Father I place into your hands  

 

The blessing 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen.    (C of E Prayers about the Covid-19 outbreak) 

***    

This week in our prayers we remember especially those in our District whose 

lives have been turned upside down by the pandemic. Those living in unsuitable 

housing. Those who have lost their job and do not know how they will support 

their family. Those devastated by bereavement. The young families of care 

workers who have died. Those separated from love ones.  

We hold them in God’s loving care this week. 

***    

Our worship sheet this week was prepared by Helle Sewell, Darlington District 

Evangelism and Community Engagement Enabler. 

Darlington District Worship 

Sunday 3rd of May 
 

Psalm 150 (NRSVA) 
Praise the Lord! 
Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament! 
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 
Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! 
Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 
Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord! 
 

Hymn StF 661 / H&P 767 Give me the faith 

(video links: traditional tune – no words / alternative tune with lyrics) 
 

Let us give thanks… 
For not giving up on your creation 
Thank you Lord! 

For reconciling all things to yourself in Christ 
Thank you Lord! 

For new life in Jesus Christ 
Thank you Lord! 

For faith and hope ‘set on God’ 
Thank you Lord! 

For life together in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
Thank you Lord! 

 

A Poem from ‘A story of a Circle’ by Mercy Amba Oduyoye 
A Circle expands forever 
It covers all who wish to hold hands 
And its size depends on each other 
It is a vision of solidarity 
It turns outwards to interact with the outside 



And inward for self-critique 
A circle expands forever 
It is a vision of accountability 
It grows as the other is moved to grow 
A circle must have a centre 
But a single dot does not make a Circle 
One tree does not make a forest 
A circle, a vision of cooperation, mutuality and care. 

 

Hymn StF 513 Take this Moment, sign and space 

 

Reading:  Psalm 23 

  John 10:1-10 

 
Psalm 23 offers a reassuring image of provision (v1), rest (v2), restoration (v3), 

guidance (v3) - God can guide/shape every aspect of how we live and use our 

resources, safety & security (v4), protection & comfort (v4) - bad things will still 

happen but the sense of who we are will be protected, abundance (v5), future 

hope/trust (v6). 

Pause and ponder:  Do you know these things in God? What stops us experiencing 

and living these things? 

Notice in John, Jesus says, ‘I know my sheep and my sheep know me’ (v14) and ‘I 

have other sheep that are not of this pen’ (that’s actually us – meaning non-Jews 

in the context). ‘I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there 

shall be one flock and one shepherd.’ (v16) 

Pause and ponder:  Is listening to Jesus’ voice part of what it means to be a 

disciple? Do you listen to Jesus’ voice? How do you acknowledge that?  

Only in listening to Jesus’ voice we can truly experience the depths of God that 

David, the psalmist knew! 

Hymn StF 481 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll not want (and I will trust in you alone) 

Or Hymn H&P 70 The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want (traditional) 

Prayers of confession  

Father God, I come to you with humble hearts knowing that I must confess my 

sins. Help me to be honest in my confessions to you.  

We confess that too often we forget you know us and are part of our lives. We 

follow our own desires and desperately try to be in control. We have left undone 

those things we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we 

ought to not have done. Forgive us Lord we pray, have mercy on us as we reach 

out to you! 

Luke 5:20 ‘When Jesus saw their faith, he said ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven’. 

 

Offering and prayer of dedication: As you are able, please set aside your usual 

offering during the lockdown to enable the church to continue responding to the 

work of God. 

Crucified and risen Christ, I offer my gifts and myself and as a thank offering for 

all you have given me, my Lord and my Saviour. Amen.  

 

Prayers of intercession 

Father God we come to you with a heavy heart and concern for your creation. 

We see, hear and witness suffering and death.  

We pray for the world and ask wisdom that comes from you for the world leaders 

and their aids. We pray that decision made that affect everyone’s lives are fair, 

all-concerning and loving.  

 

In our country we ask that as we seek to find a perfect time to ease the 

lockdown, that the decision makers have a sense of concern that comes from 

you. That they would have the knowledge and consideration for the whole of our 

nation and not just parts of it. We pray that the impact on our economy would 

not be as severe as predicted. 

 

We pray for our own community where we live. Enable us to be the people who 

form those circles of friendships and trust. Enable us to share of our own 

experience of living through this period with you. Give us words to express how 

we feel and what it means to us. 


