
Prayers for other people 

For the people working to help others through the pandemic, 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For those who have the responsibility to make decisions for us, 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For those mourning the loss of family and friends, 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For those worried about the possible loss of their jobs, 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For those working to bring about a peaceful world, 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For all of us, whatever our situation, problems, sadness or joy, 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Hymn StF 104 / H&P 65  God moves in a mysterious way   
 
Blessing 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our 
hearts, minds and souls in his love.    Amen  
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Praise the Lord. 
Praise God in his sanctuary, 
Praise Him in his mighty heavens 
Praise him for his acts of power, 
Praise him for his surpassing greatness. 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
Psalm 150: 1,2,6 
 
Hymn   

StF 83/H&P 13 Praise my soul the King of Heaven   

 
 
Prayer 

God of creation we praise and worship you. 
God of earth we praise and worship you. 
God of the harvest we praise and worship you. 
God who provides, God who creates, God above all we 
praise and worship you. 
 
God of forgiveness, we bring you our sins. 
Guilty of hurting you we know you forgive us. 
You forgive us because you love us and gave yourself to us. 
Despite our failings your love goes on through your self-giving. 
 
Lord we offer you our thanks. 
Thanks for you provision for us. 
Thanks for your love for us. 
Thanks for life you have given us 
Thanks for your Son. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer    
 
 
Reading    Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  



Reflection 

Jesus was a great storyteller.  His parables are simple stories, 
told about things the people around him would see and 
understand, but leaving them thinking and sorting out for 
themselves what he was trying to get at.  When I was at school, 
more years ago than I care to remember, we were told that if 
we wanted to see what a short story should be like, look at the 
parables of Jesus.  There is a beginning, a middle and an end.  
The parable of the sower is just such a story.  “A sower went 
out to sow” – the beginning; “And as he sowed…..” – the 
middle; “If you have ears, then hear” – the end. 

Jesus’s parables are largely about the Kingdom of God.  Jesus 
never defines what the Kingdom is, but gives examples of how 
the Kingdom affects people, and how people respond to the 
Kingdom.  This parable of the sower is about the Kingdom of 
God.  Many of Jesus’s hearers believed that the Kingdom of 
God would be a sudden revelation by God of his power and 
greatness, and would lead to the restoration of the Kingdom of 
Israel, together with its elevation to a position of supreme 
power in the world.  God would reign, but as his people the 
Israelites would effectively rule.  And it would happen suddenly, 
but the whole world would see it and understand. 

But this was different.  The people who went to see Jesus and 
listen to him would be expecting something about the Kingdom, 
but they didn’t expect what they got.  Jesus talked to them 
about a farmer sowing his seeds, and the wasteful way that 
worked.  Some of the seed fell on the wayside and was eaten 
by the birds; some fell on unproductive ground, sprang up 
quickly but had no roots and soon fell away; some fell among 
the weeds, grew well but was strangled by the weeds; some 
fell on good ground and produced a good crop.  And then Jesus 
left them to work it out for themselves.   

Jesus rarely explained his parables.  Some of them were clear 
to understand, but what really mattered was that people 
worked things out for themselves.  This parable of the sower is 
unusual in that regard.  Jesus gives an explanation, in  

 

response to his disciples who didn’t understand why he 
spoke in parables. 

Jesus understood that the Kingdom of God wouldn’t come 
in a great blaze of glory.  Rather, it would come, indeed had 
already come, gradually, almost by stealth.  God doesn’t 
necessarily work in the ways people might expect.  He works 
in his ways which are often mysterious and apparently 
unintelligible at the time, but which become clear later.  So 
how was the Kingdom coming? 

The Kingdom was coming through people’s response to the 
word of God.  Some people don’t want to, or even try to, 
listen.  The word is snatched away before it can settle.  
Some people hear with great enthusiasm, but when other 
demands are made on them there is no root, and the word 
disappears.  Some people hear the word and accept it, but 
allow other things to crowd it out.  But some find the word, 
allow it to grow and its development allows them to grow into 
the KIngdom.  So God’s Kingdom comes through hearing 
the word and allowing it to develop in an individual.          

What Jesus was saying to the people of his day is, of course, 
still relevant for us.  The Kingdom of God is God’s rule, but 
it’s in the hearts and minds of people.  We respond and react 
to what we hear, and our reactions have an effect on who 
we become.  Some people don’t want to listen to the gospel, 
and sneer at those of us who do.  Some people are 
enthusiastic, but when demands are made on them they 
lose their enthusiasm.  Some people develop, but allow 
other interests to so dominate that the gospel becomes 
crowded out.  And some grow and develop by thought, 
prayer, consideration and a host of other ways, to become 
those belonging to the Kingdom who lead others to the same 
place. 

If you have ears, then hear.  


